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LITHUANIAN  LIFE-SAVING  CROSS  DISCOVERED! 


BALZEKAS  MUSEUM 
GRAND  OPENING 
DRAWS  OVER  2,000 

Over  r,OOC  parsons  attended  the  gala 
grand  opening  of  the  new  daizekas  Museum 
of  i-iiiiuanian  Culture.  65K)0  0.  Pulaski 
r<d.  in  Chicago  (606P9)  on  Sunday . Sept- 
ember iH,  I90O.  Numerous  dignataries  and 
officials  were  present  at  tne  ribbon  cu- 
tting ceremonies,  which  began  at  2 pm. 


Jonas  /vugustinius  shows  his  collection. 

Of  special  interest  to  collectors  was 
the  opening  of  the  Nuraisraatic/Military/ 
Philatelic  room,  arranged  by  Numismatic 
director  Frank  Past>ic.  The  spacious  room 
was  formerly  tlie  X-ray  room  of  tne  old 
Vonsolberg  hospital,  and  is  decorated 
with  brown  carpet. 

The  exhibit  begins  with  two  70"  long 
double  cases  displaying  Orders,  Medals, 
and  decorations  of  the  Republic  of  Lit- 
huania. The  exhibit  includes  the  Order 
of  Vy taut as  the  Great,  the  Cross  of 
(/ytis,  Order  of  Gediminas,  amd  others. 
Much  supplementary  material  is  contained 
in  this  portion,  including  military-re- 
lated material  and  photographs  . 

Continued  on  page  4... 


3y  Vincent  w.  alones  ann  Henry  ...  Gaiuis 

Our  article  in  tne  Uc tober-Novemcer  lyoi?  is. ue  oJ  .ta. 
knight  gave  a detailed  account  and  Vfcrac.'..e  descrij: tier,  of 
the  Lithuanian  nife  saving  Cross  (.Lietuvos  -ustanJiu^u 
Gelbejimo  ro-ySius).  At  ti.e  time  that  article  wa^:  written 
neither  author  had  ever 
seen  an  actual  example 
or  photograph  of  this 
rare  decoration,  as  a 
result,  the  Knignt  was 
on.y  able  to  obtain  a 
drawing  of  the  obverse 
of  this  decoration  for 
use  in  illustrating 
the  article. 

One  of  the  great 
benefits  of  The  Knight 
is  its  ability  to  br- 
ing fellow  Lithuanian 
collectors  together  and 
thereby  exchange  infor- 
mation. as  a result  of 
'The  Knight  publishing 
the  original  article, 
we  have  not  only  obta- 
ined photographs  of 
both  the  obverse  and 
reverse  of  this  rare 
decoration,  but  have 
corresponded  with  one 
of  it 's  actual  recip- 
ients! At  this  time  we 
are  happy  to  illustrate 
an  authentic  Lithuanian 
Life  Laving  Cross,  and 
report  it's  awarding  to  Ltasys  Garliauskas  cf  tne 
Litnuanian  iron  wolf  dragoon  Cavalry  Hegiment  (5-cias 
Dragunu  Gelezinio  Vilko  Pulkas). 

Mr.  Garliauskas  learned  of  The  Knight  article  and  our 
interest  through  an  unknown  memoer  who  had  pa5.sec  a copy 
on  to  a person  who  had  previously  seen  his  decoration. 
Through  Mr.  Garliauskas'  kind  assistance,  pnotographs 
of  his  decoration  were  obtained,  and  to  our  Knowledge, 
this  is  the  first  lime  such  photographs  have  wer  hj  p- 
eared  in  print!  Garliauskas  I’oceived  his  award  in  19LC 
while  assigned  to  the  recently  re-acquired  Vilnius  reg- 
ion. At  that  time  while  on  duty,  he  observed  a young 
lady  drowning  in  the  Juros  River.  Taking  immediate  act- 
ion, Garliauskas  demonstrated  his  ccurage  ano  swim  i;;g 


Continued  on  next  page... 


2.  LIFE-SAVING 
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.-ir-  a djrect  of  r.is  action,  a Life  was 
saved  and  rie  was  thereafter  honored  by  being 
presented  witn  tne  i-itnuanian  i^ife  having 
urosa.  This  presentation  of  the  Life  Laving 
Lrcsn  was  reccraed  in  tne  official  Lithuanian 
goverri.T.en t puolication  Vyriausybes  Zinios. 
Gar^iajskas  believes  his  Cross  was  only  the 
tnird  one  awnrueJ  to  tnat  time,  on  New  Year's 
nay,  I^hC.  Tne  certificate  for  tr.e  award  was 
left  in  his  house  on  the  wall  when  the  Germaui 
rtrmy  st  Girted  tx.e  invasion  of  -Russia  (19*+1), 
and  <*as  destroyed  when  German  shells  demoli- 
sne-d  nis  norne.  Thus,  we  are  unable  to  illus- 
trate a i-ife  oaving  Cross  Certificate, 

JarliausKas  survivea  World  war  II  sind  all 
Its  nsrros  to  eventually  migrate  to  the  U.s. 
re  currently  ref. ides  iri  tne  state  of  Kicnigan 
and  ij  actively  supportive  of  tne  exile  “ith- 
uanicu.  scout  .movement..  His  son  has  followed 
in  i.xB  fatner's  footsteps  and  is  currently  on 
active  j.jty  witn  tne  U.o.  Marine  Corps.  Tne 
/u.^gnt  is  p. eased  and  greatly  nonored  to  be 


aole  to  briefly  report  vjarliaaska  ' fe;.  i .t  i:  ... 
ery  a.na  to  illustrate  r.is  decoration  'c  our 
bers. 

Garliauskas’  Cross  obverse  is  a^;;.c.‘>t 
cal  to  that  reported  rreviously  and  prerfer-teu  * . 
its  arawing  format.  The  reverse  slue  be-  r.  a • , r- 
cle  disk  affixed  to  tne  center  of  the  crcs;  . Ine 
Vytis  appears  in  tne  middle  cf  tne  circle,  sarrcun- 
ded  by  the  woras : 

"Zustar.Siu  Gexbe- 
tojui,”  which  tr- 
anslates, "for 
*ife  saving."  TiiC 
only  reported  di- 
fference between 
the  illustrated 
cross  pr.i  its  or- 
igins - format  is 
tnat  its  ricDon 
and  cross  bar 
have  been  re  pla- 
ced. Over  tne 
years  tr.e  origi- 
nal bar  and 
ribbon  were  lost 
but  fortunately 
the  cross  was 
preserved.  That 
currently  attac- 
hed to  the  de.-- 
oration  was  ob- 
tained fr.om  a 
Lithuanian  scout 
life-saving  aec- 
oration,  ttie  ri- 
bbon being  iden- 
tical in  color  to  t.bat  used  on  the  criirinal  Litn- 
uanian  life-saving  cross.  The  cross-bar,  wiiich  is 
visible  in  the  19^0  photograph,  clearly  siiows  it 
to  have  been  identical  to  ti.ose  utilizeo  on  c trier 
Lithuanian  decorations  of  the  period. 

This  article  is  pjaj't  of  a continuing  senes 
about  the  Orders,  Medals,  auid  Jenorations  of  trie 
Kepublic  of  Lithuamia,  here  in  The  Knigr.t  1 

TtiL  KIm' IGHT . Volume  9,  No.  2,  Issue  The 

official  publication  of  the  Litnuanian  Numisma- 
tic association.  frauK  lassie,  Albion,  Michigan, 
u.JlTCn.  kobert  J.  Louchis,  Coiurr.bia,  ML.,  direc- 
tor, r3ubscription/!T.e..mbershi  p to  Volume  9:  a don- 
ation of  »10  or  more  for  b bi-monthiy  issues, 

.<rite : Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  r.O. 

Box  612,  Columbia,  Maryland,  2104a.  Editor's  ad- 
dress: frank  Passic,  900  o.  Lalon  Bt.,  Albion, 
Michigan  4922L.  Tne  j-Na  is  a member  I C- 117903)  of 
the  American  Numismatic  association. 

Dealers!  List  your  Baltic  material  here!  v’om- 
mercial  adver'ising  rates:  Business  card  i.ns'  ■- 
tion:  »5.  or  6 for  Isave  15);  1/4  P'Sge*  wlp; 

1/2  page,  ;»23;  Full  page,  S3.'>. 

We  have  leaflets  tc  sign  up  new  members,  •rite. 
Me.mbers:  Let  your  Lithuanian  collector  frienus 
known  about  us.  Lign  tne.m  up! 
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r-.iiTUrti-  Cr  r.u-.  NuNIH,  dy  rrciiik  kabbic,  Albion,  Micnigan. 

P-23  1927  10  LITU  BANKNOTE 
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' ' vrtHAS  LITAS  TURI  ' . 

<U504«2  GRAMllCRYHO  AUKSO  I 


EDITOR'S  COMMENTS 

My  apologies  for  getting  this  issue  out  so  late, 
but  September  has  been  extremely  busy  for  me,  with 
the  Balzekas  Museum  grand  opening,  (we  worked  seve- 
ral days  previously  there  till  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning  getting  the  Numismatic  room  ready),  our  I.oc- 
al  ethnic  festival,  and  our  local  Albion  Coin  Club 
dhow — all  of  wnich  I was  actively  involved. 

Our  director,  Aobert  Douchis,  reports  that  nis  sale 
of  Lithuanian  specimen  banknotes  and  other  items  was 
a great  success — all  things  were  sold. 

We  thank  all  of  you  who  have  renewed  your  memcer- 
ship  subscriptions  for  another  year.  This  is  an  all 
volunteer  association,  and  we  depend  upon  your  nel;.  to 
keep  The  Knight  and  the  LN/l  going,  ac  depend  up^  ■.  you 
to  sign  up  new  members  and  spread  tne  news  about  our 
club. 

Our  LNa  will  meet  on  Sunday,  Jecember  IL  at  IC’;  VI-  am 
at  the  N.Y.  International  Numismatic  Convention  at  the 
Sheraton  Centre  hotel  Sxnibit  Centre.  SpeoKer  w i , r ' 
Vince  alones  who  will  speak  on  the  bCCth  annivero; r;  of 
Christianity  in  Lithuania,  plan  attend! 


iw 

..ated:  October  Li.apkri2io)  2^,  .-927 
.jize:  1.^0  X 75 

^-.olors;  Creen , orange;  green 
Signatures:  V.  Jurgutis,  C.  iaknys, 
culius  Kaupas,  i.  arajauskas,  S. 
•jtarkus. 

V 

oer^al  letters:  kSCCJLFG 
i-^rtist  : antanas  ZmuiazinaviJius 
iriritei-:  dradbury,  .viikinscn  & Co., 
New  Malden,  Lnglar.d. 

Specimens:  "i-r.VYZLYS"  overpriiited 
with  serial  No.  2000,000;  perfor- 
ated "krtVidOYo;"  Irinter's  speci- 
men with  rcuna  seal;  inrinter's 
iirst/last  serial  No.  record  note. 


Tne  10  x.it4  tiote  wa;  ordered  by 
ti.e  oanK  of  Litnuania  on  October  2V, 

1927,  and  was  placed  into  circulat- 
ion on  rtpril  20,  1920.  irintei-'s  se- 
carity  off-color  proofs  were  printed 
on  rebruary  ..0,  1925.  The  note  was 
designed  by  Litnuanian  artist  Antanas 
.^muidzinaviSius  (107b-19b6). 

OhVskSd;  Vytis  appears  in  the  cen- 
ter in  a decorative  design.  In  the  wh- 
ite background,  upper  center,  a stem 
of  blooming  flax  proceeds  from  the 
Vytis  emblem.  The  bottom  half  of  the 
note  contains  the  standard  text  and 
signatures,  Tne  serial  letter  and 
numbers  appear  twice,  in  blacK,  at 
each  bottom  end,  at  the  center  bottom 
one  finds  the  Columns  of  Gediminas 
e.’riolem. 

ALVnxtSL:  Tne  reverse  displays  a 
picturesque  scene  of  a Lithuanian 
farmer  tilling  and  planting  his  fi- 
elds, with  the  sun  shining  down  th- 
rough tne  clouds,  symbolic  of  the  ri- 
sing Litnucuiian  nation.  Tnis  scene 
with  horses  and  peasant  workers  ill- 
ustrated tile  way  of  life  for  many 
Litnuanians.  a close-up  look  reveals 
rhat  tne  sower  is  left-handed. 

TkilNidG:  Tnis  is  one  of  the  eas- 
ier Lithuaniar.  banknotes  to  obtain. 
Current  Pick  catalog  prices  this  note 
as  follows:  VG:  d20;  VF:  (»50;  UNC:  ^60. 

Tne  designer  of  the  note,  Zmuid- 
^inavi^ius,  graduated  from  the  Teacher's 
...eminary  at  Veiverlai  in  "'599,  and  fir- 
st taught  elementary  school,  ^fter  stu- 
dying art  in  Warsaw,  he  returned  to  Vil- 
nius in  1906  and  was  elected  chairman  of 
a committee  wnicn  organized  the  1st  exh- 
bition  of  Lithuanian  artists.  Through 
nis  efforts,  tne  Lithueunian  Art  Gociety 
was  organized.  2muiazinavi5ius  was  known 
for  nis  depictions  of  landscapes. 


^■BALZEKAS  MUSEUM 
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. . ■ : j 2eve*o^i;.^  roo'i:  h^s  been 

:■  > - i.'.ro  ii  ..it;iua;..ari  arr^y  unifonr, 

.'■  • , a T.aniqair.  are.-j^eq  in  an 

’.  . - ..4.J.I.  ^_in  ir.i.y  an.ion'fi. 

w . i..e  , 3 It:.  nan^o  over  a dozen 

.1  . wK.: to.'r.. i ..£  ji  ^iti.uanian  military 

. . j roc.' , .;ia:iy  of  w.nicn  are  suvjwn 

xr  rsi.itary  aeccration.^  and  .me- 

’ • 

.f.'.;  : j Ti xoT.jit  1C  cxi.icit  oegina  in  cne 
jv;  .ter  of  t..e  roo::.  .vitfi  t*u  -ar^je  92”  long 
-\c..i:  c.tica,  J •-s...lay i;ig  *.itxiuani<'iii  med- 
; :r.  t cane  oo.’.taii'.s  h oam^ii.ng 
cf  ..it:....  c.tai  .T.eaaio  dy  various  artists, 

cot..  tr.e  .r.eoieva..,  a.nu  tf;e  indeyen- 

.xe.^..,  ,.-ost  — .*ox..u  ..ar  x.i..x . uan i a.,  ^ ~ 

-oo..,  i.  .'.uair  g cairent  ooviet  ...reduced 
■eui-.s  for  ..i tnuania. 

ine  center  of  attr.ACtion  i.'.  tne  secona 
c . je  , c ir;  ii.g  a large  exnibit  devoted 
c <cl ......  ively  to  med.als  of  tne  -itnuanian 

oful^tcr,  ttzr^is  Aimsa,  wnicn  were  formerly 
: .ii't  of  t.ne  coalecti.xn  of  txie  iate  -^ithua- 
..lan  '.umi.;.7iat ist , Jr.  .-^lexanaer  M.  riaSkus 
V l.C9j-I9o5? , wr.ose  collection  formed  tne 
casis  of  tne  oalzeKas  .Taseu-m's  original 
.'.oidings  in  l">6fc,  Tne  display  contains  Se- 
vern,. rare  kimsa  rced-als,  inciuding  the 
a:.ti-nclisn  satirical  "Union  Jesired,"  and 
"iedi-.inas'  Jream,"  both  4-inch  versions 
of  w..icn  only  a dozen  were  produced, 

.1  tnree  case  exnioit  of  Chicago  Lith- 
ua.nian  ioa^e  toxtens  from  tne  first  few  de- 
caaes  of  t.his  century  is  mounted  on  the 
nortn  ..all,  showing  tne  v^-rious  tokens  is- 
sued oy  tne  early  ....itnuanian  societies  in 

tr.e  "oitriuanian  capital  of  America."  This 
col.ection  was  originally  assembled  oy 
or.  rtafiKUs,  in  addit..on, 

below  tne  token  exnioit  is  a Ion..  92" 
case  fe.-t...ring  coins  of  the  ACj^-UDlic  of 
^tnuania,  iircluding  a rare  proof-like 
l9.it)  j-itai  pattern  with  "J.  bIKn.-i/,o"  be- 
.ow  the  bust,  Tne  ootton  section  of  the 
case  features  .-ithuanicon  medieval  coinage, 
-nich  was  not  ready  in  time  for  tne  open- 
ir.g. 

Litnuanian  oanknotes,  i,)isplaced  x’er- 
oons  vJamp  Money,  oonus,  Ost.money,  world 
«ar  I*  "fiinAt^"  notes,  Klaipeda/Memei  "ho- 
tge..i,"  and  other  paper  items  are  also 
exn.i.i;ited  on  the  nortn  wall,  in  panels  that 
ca.-i  be  turned  like  tne  pages  of  a book,  for 
co.nvenient  viewing.  Contained  in  tnis  sec- 
tion a.’*e  ret  on.y  tne  banknotes,  but  photo- 
grapns  of  tne  artists  arru  bank  officials 
w.no  signed  tnem.  Unfortunately,  tne  Muse- 
um's collecticn  i.s  not  co.iiclete;  in  such 
Cn.ses  Xerox  copies  of  bonKnotes  were  used. 
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The  i;hilatelic  section  contains  a 
complete  type-set  of  Lithuanian  stamps, 
also  shown  in  panels  identical  to  those 
nousing  tne  banknote  collection.  A 
small  exhibit  case  on  the  east  wall 
contains  various  L_^tnuanian  postcards 
and  commemorative  covers. 

Jistributed  at  the  grand  opening 
were  special  commemorative  wooden  tok- 
ens, designed  by  numismatic  curator 
kranK  Fas sic.  These  were  quickly  snap- 
ped up,  with  the  exception  of  about  50 
pieces  which  have  been  set  aside  for 
mail  orders  from  Li'Jrt  members  here  in  The 
Knight.  Illustrated  in  tnis  article,  the 
tokens  feature  tne  obverse  of  the  i^ith- 
uanian  1936  10  Litq  coin,  honoring  Lith- 
uania's greatest  patriaLTcn,  Vytautas  the 
Great.  The  reverse  side  of  the  token 
also  bears  tne  grand  opening  date,  and 
the  new  Museum  address.  The  obverse  con- 
tains a 20th  anniversary  design,  similar 
to  the  wooden  tokens  issued  by  the  Mus- 
eum in  1961. 

This  editor  has  set  aside  those  50 
remaining  tokens  for  LNa  members.  Cost 
is  50c  each,  plus  a legal  size  self-ad- 
dressed-stamped-envelope  (one  stamp  for 
each  token).  iVrite  the  old  address:  4012 
archer  avenue,  Chicago,  111  60632,  where 
the  tokens  are  at,  Attaiion:  AITA. 

Hs  part  of  the  numismatic  room,  a 
small  portion  is  devoted  to  our  Lithuan- 
ian Numismatic  Association.  We  have  a 
sign  inviting  people  to  join  the  LKa, 
with  a couple  of  copies  of  The  Knight 
exhibited.  Many  persons  picked  up  our 
sign-up  leaflets,  and  we  hope  they  fol- 
low tnrough. 

Tne  Museum  would  like  to  take  the 
time  to  tnank  all  of  our  LNA  members  who 
participated  by  donating  money  to  help 
pay  for  the  numismatic  room.  Your  names 
have  been  typed  up  on  a certificate  with 
the  number  of  "Buy  a Brick(s)"  purchased 
(310  a brick).  Although  the  donates  rece- 
ived were  far  short  of  the  several  thous- 
6ind  s of  dollars  spent  in  the  preparation 
of  the  room  (carpet,  security  windows,  pa- 
inting, fixtures,  etc.),  the  money  recei- 
ved helped  greatly  with  material  used  in 
the  actual  exhibits  (raatbosurd,  glue,  curr- 
ency holders,  supplies,  mini-easels,  etc.) 

we  still  welcome  future  gifts  to  the 
Numismatic  department  of  the  Museum  through 
the  "Buy  a Brick"  program  or  through  outright 
gifts.  When  making  a donation,  this  editor 
would  appreciate  that  gifts  be  designated 
"for  numismatic  depau'tment,"  which  will  help 
our  section  share  our  part  in  the  financial 
load.  The  Museum  needs  new  members  and  don- 
ations at  this  important  time  to  help  it 
move  forward,  write  for  a copy  of  the 


Museum  Review  and  a membership  application  at  ^ 

the  new  address:  65OO  S.  Pulaski  Rd.,  Chicago, 

111  60629.  The  Museum's  new  phone  numter  is: 

(512)  582-6500. 

The  Museum  has  also  extended  its  houre  of  oper- 
ation to  the  public,  from  10  am  to  4 pm,  7 days  a 
week.  Admission  to  non-members  is  #2.00.  The  new 
Museum  is  definitely  a "must"  for  cur  Lithuanian 
collectors  to  see.  We  hope  you  will  make  plar.s  to  view 
it  in  the  near  future. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  {lersons,  and  the 
number  of  bricks  purchased  to  help  fund  the  numismatic 
room  at  the  MuseuM: 


Vincent  W.  Alones 
John  A^monas 
Bale  '.s  Family 
Michael  P.  Buzako 
Juila  A.  Busanovich 
Judith  Leonard 
Tal  Liepa 
F.  Maslana 
John  Maske 

Don  & Olga  Pickering 
Paul  Waichulaitis 
Vincent  Zemaitis 


1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 
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In  addition  to  the  numismatic  room  at  the  grand 
opening,  HJA  member  Jonas  Augustinius  displayed  his 
own  personally  collection  of  I.ithuanicun  numismatic 
items,  and  sjjent  the  day  answering  questions  to  the 
hundreds  of  viewers,  in  another  location  in  the 
Museum. 

The  main  exnibit  hall  in  the  center  of  the  buil- 
ding was  arranged  by  the  new  Museum  Director,  Val 
Raimonis,  whose  exhibit  featured  a survey  of  Lithuan- 
ian history.  Raimonis  borrowed  coins,  medals,  bank- 
notes, and  decorations  from  our  numismatic  department 
and  included  these  in  his  own  exhibit,  sprinkling 
them  throughout  the  cases,  as  examples  of  Lithuanian 
items  for  each  period. 

'We  would  also  like  to  theuik  Vincent  w.  alones  for 
helping  out  at  the  new  Museum  just  after  the  ANA 
show. 

September  14,  I986,  was  truly  a great  day  for 
Lithuanian  numismatics! 
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6.  LITHUANIAN  COPPER 

MINTAGES  1663-1667 

army  on  new  tennis  of  payment,  amd  also  for 
tne  extension  of  its  lenjjth  of  service.  This 
new  ajjreeaent,  made  February  15,  1664  at  die- 
V3K1S,  prolonged  its  term  of  service  a half 
year  v,  figuring  from  the  day  of  its  march  to 
tne  front j,  until  May  6th  or  9th. It  also 
demanded  punisument  of  tne  head  of  the  Royal 
ireaaury  for  the  cloture  of  tne  Gi)L  money  mi- 
nt at  Oliva;  auid  required  the  establishment 
of  a new  money  mint  at  Vilnius. 

In  reply,  the  head  of  the  Royal  Treasury 
declared  three  indictments  directed  aigainst 
A.J.  riorn's  Olive  Money  Mint.  J.  iiialozoras. 
Administrator  of  the  IDL  National  Treasury, 
recognizing  that  the  contractor  would  fail  to 
perform  by  January  l6,  l664  to  pay  out  2 mil- 
lion auksinas,  since  the  mint  will  be  shut 
down  sooner  or  later,  wrote  a new  contract 
with  T.L.  Boratini,  wnich  ne  signed  together 
with  tne  newly  appointed  National  Treasury 
head,  Jerome  Kry2pin  Kirsenstein  on  October 
B9*  1663  for  the  striking  of  copper  shilli- 
ngs for  Lithuania. It  stipulated  the  stri- 
king of  Lithuanian  Copper  ohillings  for  the 
sura  of  5250,000  auksinas.  This  contract  was 
approved  on  November  30,  I663  by  members  of 
the  oenate  Council^-^,  and  on  December  12th 
it  was  confirmed  by  the  ratification  act  of 
king  Jonas  Kazimieras.^**  However,  due  to  the 
many  concessions  made  to  T.L.  Boratini,  an 
well  as  for  many  other  reasons,  this  agree- 
ment never  oecame  valid,  because  it  was  den- 
ounced by  part  of  the  coramisars  of  the  GDL 
National  Treasury  Vilnius  Committee. 

Duly  after  long  negotiations  did  the  co- 
mmisars  of  the  Vilnius  Committee  reach  a un- 
animous opinion,  and  on  ‘January  23,  l664  ex- 
ecuted a new,  tolerably  corrected  contract, 
heavily  burdening  T.L.  Boratini. First  of  all, 
they  separated  tne  earlier  annuled  contract 
into  two  parts.  In  the  first,  discussion  was 
restricted  to  the  striking  of  inflationary 
Litnuanian  copper  shillings^5;  the  second 
part  was  limited  to  the  striking  of  silver 
and  gold  coins.**®  Both  these  enumerated  con- 
tracts were  signed  by  T.L.  Boratini's  intimate 
and  Administrator  of  his  mints,  Angelas  Maria 
bandinelis.  Further,  that  same  day  he  recei- 
ved permission  from  the  commisars  of  the  Vil- 
nius Committee  to  bring  in  witnout  duty  all 
the  raw  material,  equipment  and  other  necess- 
ities for  GDL  money  mints. ^7 

At  tne  start,  T.L.  Boratini  established  the 
money  mint  in  Vilnius  in  the  area  of  tne  lower 
castle,  where  he  emitted  Lithuanian  copper 
saillings  from  June  4,  l664,  to  December  30, 
1666,^  where  he  struck  4,492,719  auksinas 
and  5 graiis  in  total.**^ 

with  the  interposition  of  the  GDL  army, 

A.j.  uorn  was  released.  He  begam  to  raise  pr- 
etensions against  the  National  Treasury  for 


SHILLINGS  AND  THEIR 
BY:  STASYS  JANUSONIS 

damages  suffered,  for  compensation  on  the  clo- 
ture of  the  Oliva  mint.  The  commisars  of  the 
Vilnius  Committee  acknowledge  the  validity  of 
these  pretensions,  and  on  July  17,  1664,  recomm- 
snded  to  the  Congressional  deputies  that  they  su- 
pport Horn's  petition,  and  find  the  means  of  ma- 
king good  his  loss. 50 

In  l664  and  I665,  with  the  dissolution  of  the 
Congress,  GDL  representatives  attempted  to  solve 
these  problems  at  separate  convocations:  at  Lith- 
uanieui  Brasta,  and  Ravdilas'  Bialojas,  out  with- 
out success.  A decision  was  finally  reached  on 
July  3.  1665  at  the  beginning  of  the  Gardinas  co- 
nvocation, whose  most  important  task  was  "to  find 
a way  to  pay  the  overdue  debts  to  the  army."  Since 
the  Vilnius  Committee  of  tne  Ngtional  Treasury  had 
previously,  at  tne  June  23,  I665  session,  determ- 
ined to  terminate  its  activity,  which  had  not  been 
particularly  fruitful,  it  attempted  to  convince 
the  leader  of  the  opposition,  P.  Bapiega,  that  it 
was  imperative  to  establish  new  money  mints.  Tho- 
ugh the  V;}lnius  Committee  provided  for  everything 
in  detail,  it  left  the  official  decision  to  the 
Gardinas  convocation.  In  that  way,  it  sought  to 
protect  itself  from  unwelcome  results,  which  was 
expected  after  the  new  inflation.  The  comisars 
well  understood  what  would  await  them,  if  entir- 
ely at  its  own  risk,  without  the  approbation  of 
the  districts  and  of  the  army's  representatives, 
tney  would  bring  on  a greater  wave  of  inflation. 

Having  received  em  agreement  in  principle  from 
the  Gardinas  convocation^!,  which  even  the  King 
requested,  it  wais  possible  to  complete  the  plan. 

It  was  planned  to  cover  the  damages  suffered  by 
a.G.  Horn  in  a unique  way:  he  was  offered  a new 
contract  which  would  attempt  to  pay  the  old  uebt 
and  still  earn  supplementary  profit  for  the  Nat- 
ional Treasury.  For  this  purpose,  on  July  6,  I665, 
all  three  interested  parties  met:  The  representa- 
tives of  the  GDL  National  Treasury,  A.G.  Horn, 
and  the  authorized  agent  of  T.L.  Boratini,  a.M. 
Bandinelis.  •'^hst  did  they  decide?  First  of  all, 
with  the  GDL  National  Treasury  mediating,  the 
contractors  agreed  on  the  location  of  theproje- 
cted  money  mints.  A.M.  Bandinelis,  in  addition 
to  tne  opjerating  Vilnius  money  mint,  selected  a 
rather  unexpected  locale  for  T.L.  Boratini 's  se- 
cond mint:  at  Lithuania's  Brasta,  though  earlier 
he  attempted  to  establish  it  in  Kaunas,  and  act- 
ually bought  a house  there. He  agreed  that  by 
his  and  Horn's  executed  decree,  the  latter's 
money  mints  were  to  be  installed  in  Kaunas  and 
Marienburg.^^  That  same  day,  there  were  two  con- 
tracts concluded,  between  the  GDL  National  Trea- 
sury head,  J.  Kryspin  KirSenstein  on  the  one 
hand,  and  a.G.  Horn  aind  T.L.  Boratini's  confident 
A.M.  Bandinelis  on  the  other.  a.G.  Horn  agreed  to 
strike  at  his  mints  Lithuanian  copper  shfllings 
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PL  numbers  are  from  A.  Platbarzdis,  Coins  And  Notes  Of  Estonia.  Latvia,  Lithuania. 
Numismatiska  Bokfbrlaget,  Stockholm,  1968.  ' 

Grand  Duke  Sigismund  August  (1544-1572).  Type  B,  i Gra'^is,  1547  VF  $22.  Same,  1549  VF  $22 

PL-1  [Y-8]  1925,  5 Litai.  VF  $12;  VF/EF  $15;  Lt  toned  EF  $22;  Nice  EF  $25 

PL-2  [Y-7]  1925,  2 Litu.  VF  $7;  VF/EF  $9;  EF  $15 

PL-3  [Y-6]  1925,  1 Litas.  VF  $4;  VF/EF  $5;  EF  (Lt  Scrs)  $6;  EF  $9;  EF/AU  $10 

PL-5  [Y-4]  1925,  20  Cent^.  EF  $11  ::::  PL-6  [Y-3]  1925,  10  Cent^  VF/EF  $8 

PL-7  [Y-2]  1925,  5 Cental.  EF  $7;  UNC  $15;  BU  $20  ::::  PL-8  [Y-1]  1925,  1 Centas.  AU  #12 

PL-9a  [Y-13]  1936,  10  Litij.  Grand  Duke  Vytautas  Didysis  [Vytautas  the  Great;  1392—1430]. 
Edge  Inscription:  VIENYBEjE  * TAUTOS  * j£gA  * ("In  unity  lies  the  strength  of  the  nation") 
to  Right.  EF  $15;  AU  $18;  CH  AU  $20 

PL-9b.  As  above,  but  edge  inscription  to  Left.  AU  $18 

PL-lOa  [Y-12]  1936  5 Litai.  Jonas  Basanavibius  [1851 — 1927].  Edge  inscription:  TAUTOS-* 
GER0V&  * TAVO  * GER0V&*  ("The  welfare  of  the  nation  is  your  welfare")  to  Right. 

VF  $2;  VF/EF  $3;  EF  $6;  AU  $8;  CH  AU  $10;  Repunched  Date,  VF  (RN'S,  Dig)  $3;  EF  $9 

PL-lOb.  As  above  but  edge  inscription  to  Left.  VF/EF  $3;  EF  $6;  AU  $8;  CH  AU  $10. 

Re-punched  Date  VF/EF  $5;  EF  $9;  AU  $15  . 


PL-13  [Y-9]  1936,  1 Centas.  UNC  $8 

PL-14a  [Y-14]  1938,  10  Litij  [20th  anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  independence].  State 
President  A.  Smetona;  Rev.  Stiebij  vartai  (Signature  of  Vytautas  the  Great).  Edge  inscrip- 
tion [as  on  PL-9]  to  Right.  EF  $35;  CH  AU  $55;  BU  $85;  PL-14b.  Inscr.  to  Left.  AU  $45 

Grand  Duke  Sigismund  Vasa,  Type  C Gra'^is,  1626.  F/VF  $19 

ESTONIA:  ISSUES  IN  MARKA  (COINS:  1922-1926) 

PL-1  [Y-6]  1922,  5 Marka.  VF  $2;  EF  $4  :::  PL-2  [Y-5]  1922,  3 Marka  EF  (Rev.  Scrs.)  $3 

PL-3  [Y-5]  1922,  1 Mark  VF  $2;  EF  $4;  AU  $6 

PL-4  [Y-6a]  1924,  5 Marka.  VF  $3;  VE/EF  $5  :::  PL-5a  [Y-4a]  1924,  1 Mark  VF  $3;  PL-5b,  VF  $6 
PL-6a  [Y-7]  1925,  10  Marka.  VF  $3;  CH  AU  $11  :::  PL-7  (Y-5a)  1925,  3 Marka.  VF  $4;  VF/EF  $6 
PL-10  [Y-9]  1926,  3 Marka  F/VF  $25  :::  PL-11  [Y-8]  1926,  1 Mark.  VF  $4;  BU  $29 

ISSUES  IN  KROONI  AND  SENTI  (COINS:  1928-1939) 

PL-1  [Y-13]  1928,  25  Sent!.  VF  $3;  EF  $8;  AU  $15 
PL-2  [Y-1]  1929,  1 Sent.  VF/EF  500;  EF  $1;  AU  $2;  UNC  $3;  BU  $5 
PL-3a  [Y-16]  1930,  2 Krooni.  VF  $4;  EF  $7  :::  PL-3b,  VF  $5;  EF  $9 
PL -4  [Y-11]  1931,  10  Sentl.  VF  $1;  EF  $2;  AU  $4;  UNC  $8  :::  PL-5  [Y-3]  1931,  5 Senti.  EF  $2; 
AU  $4;  UNC  $6  ::::  PL-6  [Y-17]  1932,  2 Krooni.  CH  AU  $25;  BU  $39  ::: 

PL-7  [Y-18]  1933  Kroon.  BU  $50  :::  PL-8  [Y-15]  1934  Kroon.  VF/EF  $5;  EF  $8 
PL-9  [Y-2]  1934,  2 Senti.  EF$2;  AU  $4;  CH  AU  $6  :::PL-10  (Y-12)  1935  20  Senti  VF$2;  EF$3;AU$5 
PL-11  [Y-14]  1936  50  Senti.  AU  $15;  CH  AU  $19  ::  PL-12  [Y-la  &1.1]  1939  Sent  AU  $12 
KURLAND:  Gotthard  Kettler  Shilling,  (15)  75.  VF  $19 


8.  ADS 


eVf<  Litnuaniaii  6tamp 

Joliectior..  Hccuamulated  by  a 
f.^r.xer  mexoer  of  the  i-itnuan- 
ictu  --nilateiic  oociety,  now 
..cspita^ized.  Has  all  the  main 
itacps,  some  hard  tc  get,  exc- 
e{.t  ti.e  locals.  A beautiful 
coj-iection  mounted  in  a stock 
album,  at  half  price  of  cata- 
log >1,400. 

Another  small  collection  for 
beginners  at  1/3  of  catalog: 
^373.  C.  Matuzas,  107-33  117th 

ot.,  Richmond  Hill,  N.Y.  11419. 

• • * 

HttiNiijD:  1 just  spilled  coffee 
on  my  copies  of  The  KnigHt  nos. 
H7,  46,  47,  46.  Can  anyone  help 
please?  Bruce  Bonahue,  Box  92, 

accord,  J^iA  0H018. 

• • • 


fOk  BaLi:  5x7  color  glossy 
pnoto  of  the  "new"  unreleased 
500  Lit4  banknote  P-A21  ^unre- 
leased^,  now  listed  and  illus- 
trated in  tne  new  lick  catalog. 
Bee  January,  I986  issue  of  Tne 
Knight  for  details.  Frank  Pas- 
sic,  900  B.  Baton  Bt.,  Albion, 

Micnigan  49224*  JIO. 

• • • 


FOft  BALB;  "Visit  Lithuania" 
1939  tourist  book  in  Bnglish 
language.  Collector's  iteml 
Book  "Hearken  Then  Judge"  post 
WWII  Lithuanian  BP  booklet  in 
Bnglish, printed  in  Western  zone 
of  Germany,  ca.  1947 • Books  are 
510  each. 

New  Item:  Lithuanian  Frisbees! 
Yellow,  with  white  Vytis  & red 
shield  & Columns  of  Gediminas 
background.  Great  gift  for 
grandchildren!  >4.00. 

Lithuaniaui  Coin  Holders  for 

Y-1-14  1925,  1936,  I93&  coin 
set,  capital  plastic  blue.  520. 


Nepriklausomos  Lietuvos  Pini- 
gai  (Independent  Litn.  Money ) 
by  Jonas  K.  Karys,  1953*  520. 

£1A..BBKko  MUoBUM  of  LITHUANIAN 
CU..TUkn,  6500  B.  PULASKI  HB.  , 
CHICAGO,  ILL  60629* 


DemJer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 
LITUDAMIAJI 


<# 

Karl  Stephens,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City.  Ca  91780  818  445  8154 


LETTERS 

This  association  has  done  a wonderful  job  promoting  Lith- 
uanian numismatics  and  just  plain  old  collecting.  Five  and  ten 
yesu*8  ago,  dealers  never  knew  where  Lithuania  was.  Today  tne  same 
people  say  they  can't  keep  enough  coins  in  stock.  It  might  be  a 
"curse,"  but  it's  getting  harder  and  harder  to  quibble  over  price 
dealers  just  say  "take  it  or  leave  it,  lots  of  people  are  ask- 
ing for  these!"  Keep  up  the  good  work;  I can  imagine  that  keeping 
the  wheels  turning  is  sometimes  a thanicless  job. 

James  Z.  Olson,  ILL. 

» • * 

When  I first  saw  an  announcement  in  Coin  World , concerr.ing 
the  INrt,  I saw  it  as  a chaunce  to  make  my  father,  Joseph,  proud, 
and  second,  as  a chance  to  get  a line  of  Lithuanian  coins  and 
currency. 

Well,  my  father  passed  away  even  before  I received  my  first 
issue  of  The  Knight,  and  while  I keep  an  eye  peeled  for  Lithuan- 
ian coins  and  currency  at  prices  that  I can  afford,  I now  look 
forward  to  each  issue  for  a different  reason:  Tne  Knight  has  sp- 
arked a burning  interest  in  Lithuanian  history.  I credit  the  LNA 
with  turning  a mild  interest  into  a reging  inferno.  With  each 
issue  of  The  Knight  I learn  more. 

'While  I'm  at  it,  I'd  like  to  thank  you  for  the  opportunity 
to  help  with  the  Balzekais  Museum's  building  project.  I took  the 
oppiortunity  to  both  help  the  Museum  and  at  the  same  time  honor 
ray  late  father  by  participating  in  the  "Buy  a Brick"  program. 

— -Michael  P.  Buzauco,  N.Y. 

The  article  on  the  1/2  graSis  of  Alexander  by  Br.  Flioplys 
in  the  June-July  issue  of  The  Knight  was  of  great  interest  to  me. 
The  author's  efforts  to  establish  a definitive  categorization  for 
this  coin  are  praiseworthy, 

I compaired  my  four  specimens  of  this  coin  with  those  of  Br. 
Plioplys'.  Breaking  the  variations  down  as  he  did,  3 of  my  4 own 
fall  under  the  "full  solid  rings,"  obverse.  Again,  3 of  4 conform 
to  the  placement  of  the  small  circle  under  the  horse's  rear  legs, 
as  does  his  with  one  exception.  Likewise,  the  front  circle  (again, 
3 out  of  4)  follow  the  same  pattern  as  his.  In  only  one  case  do 
my  coins  differ:  one  coins  has  six  reverse  wing  plumes  instead  of 

5. 

A further  look  at  other  divergencies  could  give  a student 
some  interesting  auaswers,  and  could  lead  to  a worthwhile  class- 
ification. Perhaps  we  could  initiate  a survey  of  cur  member's  co- 
ins of  Alexander  here  in  The  Knight. 

Val  Matelis,  FL. 

* • • 

I would  like  to  see  more  about  orders  and  medals  in  The 

Knight.  — John  P.  Witter,  FINLaNB. 

• * * 

You're  doing  a great  job!  I enjoy  The  Knight  very  much. 

— Gediminas  Vaitkus,  NM. 

• • • 

Bnjoy  your  articles  very  much  & continuously  look  forward 

to  your  next  issue,  — John  C.  Bussinovich,  PA. 

• • • 

Mssrs.  Alones,  Gaidis,  Pa. sic,  Janusonis  and  the  other  con- 
tributors are  doing  a wonderful  and  interesting  job  with  their 
history  of  Lithuania.  Give  us  more.  I thank  them,  one  and  all, 

Vincent  Zemaitis. , N.Y. 


